
BWC UPPER ROOM PRAYER MINISTRY 
INTERCESSORY PRAYER: A GIFT OF LOVE 

 
Intercessory prayer is a powerful weapon against the evil one.  The Lord is calling 
intercessors across all nations to pray in the end time harvest of souls.  At Beauregard 
Worship Center, we are committed to answering that call through the intercessory prayer 
ministries.  By the end of this lesson you should have a thorough understanding of what 
intercessory prayer is, how important it is to the Body of Christ and to God.  You will 
know how to begin the ministry of intercession and finally you will understand who you 
are in Christ through the authority that He purchased on Calvary for us.   
 
************************************************************************ 

I. INTRODUCTION 

It blesses God’s heart so much when we come to Him in our personal prayer time.  

He loves hearing our praises, listening to our prayers of fellowship, but when we pray 

for others, it excites Him in a special way!  Why?  Because He loves people and He is 

pleased when we love others as He does!  What better way to love someone than to 

pray for them?  To bring their name and situation before a Holy God and ask for help 

on their behalf is such a powerful way to love someone.  God says in the Word that 

He looks for intercessors to make a difference in the world.  We will get into this 

incredible ministry of intercessory prayer in this lesson.   

 This lesson will show you in the Bible how important intercessory prayer is to 

God, and His heart on this subject.  We will also look at some of the ways to 

approach intercessory prayer such as praying in a group or alone or with a partner.  

We will also look at the subject of the “prayer burden” that God gives to His 

intercessors.  We will also look at the weapons of our warfare as needed in 

intercessory prayer.  Spiritual warfare is an integral part of this type of prayer.  We 

looked briefly at the subject of spiritual warfare in Lesson 1, and in this lesson we 

will look at it from the Intercessor’s viewpoint.  Finally, we will look at the authority 

of the believer, which is crucial to being an effective intercessor.   



 Every believer intercedes on behalf of others on a regular basis throughout their 

walk with God.  Still others are used by God to battle the enemy through prayer in 

order for God to bring change into situations.  Still others receive divine assignments 

occasionally from God for a person or situation.  The bottom line is that God values 

and rewards obedience for the ministry of intercession.  I encourage you to seek 

God’s face about your role as an intercessor in the Body of Christ.  Let’s delve deeper 

into the awesome subject of Intercessory Prayer!  The prayer that pleases God! 

 



II. THE IMPORTANCE OF INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

Where does intercessory prayer rank in God’s priority list?  Right next to our 

personal time with Him.  1 Timothy 2:1-4 says “FIRST of all, I admonish and urge 

that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be offered on behalf of ALL 

men.  For kings and all who are in positions of authority or high responsibility, that 

[outwardly] we may pass a quiet and undisturbed life [and inwardly] a peaceable 

one in all godliness and reverence and seriousness in every way.  For such [praying] 

is good and right, and [it is] pleasing and acceptable to God our Savior.”  Who 

wishes all men to be saved and [increasingly] to perceive and recognize and discern 

and know precisely and correctly the [divine] Truth.”   

 He even specifically calls out our government authorities for prayer so that we 

can live peaceably in this life.  What else does this scripture tell us about the 

importance of prayer?  Let’s break this passage of scripture down.   

 Verse 1 of 1 Timothy chapter 2 says “FIRST of all, then I (Paul) admonish and 

urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be offered on behalf of 

all men.”  The very first words set the priority of prayer by the Apostle Paul.  God’s 

number one priority is the souls of ALL men everywhere.  This includes the most evil 

people to the nicest people on earth.  For example, the free world rejoiced at the death 

of Osama bin Laden, but God didn’t.  All He saw was another soul that slipped into 

hell for eternity.  His mercy is so great that even the vilest sinners are loved by Him.  

So how do we pray for all men?  That’s a lot of people!  Here is a good example of 

how to pray for all men everywhere: 

  “Father, I come before You in the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
Your Son, my Savior.  I lift up every human being on this planet who, if they died 
right now, would go to hell.  I petition You for their souls to be saved!  I stand in 
the gap right now for their souls and ask that You send laborers across their paths 
to tell them the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ!  I ask that the Holy Spirit 
begin to take out their stony hearts and put in hearts of flesh, hearts that are tender 
towards You.  Stir up the hunger for righteousness, for the things of Your heart!  I 
give thanks to You, who wishes all men everywhere to be saved!  I ask all these 
things in the mighty Name of Jesus Christ!  Amen! 
‘ 

 We see here in this scripture that praying and interceding for all the lost people is 

not an option for a believer: it is a commandment!  In verse 2, Paul further states “For 



kings (national leaders), and ALL who are in positions of authority or high 

responsibility, that [outwardly] we may pass a quiet and undisturbed life [and 

inwardly] a peaceable one in all godliness and reverence and seriousness in every 

way.”  This scripture tells us that prayer for our national leaders (i.e. the President, 

Congress and the Senate), also very important to God.  Why?  It is so that we can live 

free to populate the Kingdom of God!  Freedom of religion is one our basic freedoms 

that if we DON’T pray, can go the way of so many countries today that have fallen to 

Islam.  It is very difficult and dangerous to witness to Muslims because of their 

intolerance of Jesus Christ.  On the flip side, so many people in the world today don’t 

even believe or acknowledge God, they are humanistic.  Our country has this problem 

as well as the Islamic movement.  There is even a sect called “Chrislam”, which tries 

to meld Christianity and Islam!  When you turn your light off, you become part of the 

darkness.  We need to pray for these deceived people!  The bottom line is that if we 

want to populate the Kingdom of God with lost souls, we need the freedom to do so.  

Therefore, it is critical that we pray every day for our leaders in addition to all the lost 

and backslidden in the world. 

 Verse 3 says “For such [praying] is good and right, and [it is] pleasing and 

acceptable to God our Savior.”  God is PLEASED with this prayer!  He accepts it.  If 

He accepts it, then He is going to act on it.  We are praying according to HIS will, not 

ours.  Our natural instincts are to take care of ourselves, but in God’s kingdom, we 

are to think of others before ourselves.  The word “acceptable” says that He takes it to 

heart, He listens intently to this prayer.  Obedience to intercessory prayer is highly 

rewarded by God!  He will bless you for it! 

 Verse 4 tells the heart of the matter with God.  “Who (God) wishes ALL men to be 

saved and [increasingly] to perceive and recognize and discern and know precisely 

and correctly the [divine] Truth.”  This little piece of scripture tells us the very heart 

of God.  Souls are very, very important to Him.  He has invested life into every soul 

born on this planet.  His Son died for them, a very horrible and painful death so that 

they wouldn’t spend eternity in torment.  How much then, should we consider 

intercessory prayer for the lost important to us?  Verses 5 and 6 continues with “For 

there [is only] one Mediator between God and men, the Man Jesus Christ, who gave 



Himself a ransom for all [people, a fact that was] attested to at the right and proper 

time.”  Jesus is the ONLY way to God.  All roads do NOT lead to Heaven; the road is 

narrow and can easily be passed up.  THAT is why God wants us to pray every day 

for the lost!  It is important to God and it should be important to us.  As we pray 

every day for the lost and our governments, we will begin to see changes in our 

compassion towards others.  In addition, we will see our country change back to God 

and when we all get to Heaven, we will be amazed at the people who will come and 

tell us that our prayers helped bring them into the Kingdom of God.  I encourage you 

to obey the commandment to pray for ALL men everywhere every day! 

 

III. TYPES OF INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

 There are three basic types of intercessory prayer.  These are group intercessory 

prayer, intercessory prayer partners and individual intercessory prayer assignments.  Each 

of these types of intercessory prayer is used by God to change situations.  Let’s look at 

each type a little deeper. 

Intercessory Prayer Groups are important and effective because of the power of 

agreement and unity that accompanies them.  The power of unity can be found in Genesis 

at the Tower of Babel.  Genesis chapter 11:1-8 says “And the whole earth was of one 

language and of one accent and mode of expression.  And as they journeyed eastward, 

they found a plain (valley) in the land of Shinar, and they settled and dwelt there.  And 

they said one to another, “come let us make bricks and burn them thoroughly.  So they 

had brick for stone, and slime (bitumen) for mortar.  And they said, “Come, let us build 

us a city and a tower whose top reaches into the sky, and let us make a name for 

ourselves, lest we be scattered over the whole earth.”  And the Lord came down to see 

the city and the tower which the sons of men had built.  And the Lord said, Behold, they 

are one people and they have all one language; and this is only the beginning of what 

they will do, and now NOTHING they have imagined they can do will be impossible for 

them.  Come, let US (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) go down and there confound (mix up, 

confuse) their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech.  So the Lord 

scattered them abroad from that place upon the face of the whole earth, and they gave up 

building the city.”  The Lord is showing us a very powerful principle in the heavens and 



the earth.  The power of unity and agreement.  The motives of these people were rooted 

in rebellion against God.  They wanted to build a city themselves, without submitting 

anything to God.  Notice what the Lord said about them in verse 6, “behold they are ONE 

people and they have all ONE language; and this is only the beginning of what they will 

do, and now nothing they have imagined they can do will be impossible for them.”  These 

people discovered the power of unity and agreement, but their hearts were not toward 

God.  Still this principle is so powerful that God Himself, came down to disband them to 

thwart the evil plans they had imagined.  How much more will He support US as we 

come together in unity, speaking the same things for the same purposes?  If only the 

Body of Christ could “get this” principle, we would have the devil quaking in his boots!   

Intercessory prayer groups have the potential to be powerful forces in the 

Kingdom of God!  He wants His people to work together like those people did in Babel.  

Being of one mind and speech, with everyone working for the same purpose and 

speaking the same things.  We can release into the earth real change through group 

intercessory prayer! 

Intercessory prayer partners are similar in a prayer group in that they also utilize 

the power of unity and agreement.  Jesus gave us a power weapon to use against Satan 

through agreement.  Jesus says in Matthew 18:19 “again I (Jesus) tell you, if two of you 

on earth agree (harmonize together, make a symphony together) about whatever 

[anything and everything] they may ask, it will come to pass and be done for them by My 

Father in heaven.”  What a powerful promise!  ANYTHING and EVERYTHING!  Just 

two people are all it takes!  Every believer should have a prayer partner.  Someone who is 

in complete agreement with them.  Someone they can call for prayer in tough situations 

and someone who will work with them in building the Kingdom of God through 

intercessory prayer!   

Individual intercessory prayer assignments are given by God through the prayer 

burden.  For example, you may have a burden for a country such as America or Israel.  

Or perhaps a burden for the lost and backslidden in your family or work place.  As we 

saw in Isaiah chapter 59, God is looking for people to intercede for the wicked and 

wicked situations.  The power of this type of intercessory prayer is that you are working 

DIRECTLY with God to bring His will to pass in the earth!  What an awesome privilege 



to be given a prayer assignment!  You know you have God’s will, so the victory is 

certain.  He has chosen to use people to accomplish His will on this earth.  God is 

counting on us to come in to agreement with His will to advance the Kingdom of God.  

Why?  The harvest of souls.  Remember, God LOVES all people.  He wants everyone to 

be saved and in the Kingdom.  He needs us praying in a group, with a partner or as 

individuals to accomplish this!  We must all make ourselves available to Him to be used 

in any or all of these types of intercessory prayer.   

 
IV. THE “PRAYER BURDEN” 

 
What is a “prayer burden?”  It is God sharing His burden with us.  He is grieved at the 

lost, He is angered at injustice.  He will recompense justice on the wicked, but He 

really wants to save them.  Isaiah chapter 59 shows us the heart of God in this matter.  

Let’s break it down. 

The 29th chapter of Isaiah begins with God’s displeasure with sinners and the injustice 

He sees among men.  Verse 5 says “they hatch adders’ eggs and weave spider’s web; 

he who eats their eggs dies, and [from an egg] which is crushed a viper breaks out 

[for their nature is ruinous, deadly, evil].”  This is how God is looking at the evil 

men of that day.  God sees the injustices being dealt to His people, those who are 

called by His Name and He is displeased.  What is even more grievous for God, is 

that His own people have turned to wickedness!  Verse 10 says, “we (God’s children) 

grope for the wall like the blind, yes, we grope like those who have no eyes.  We 

stumble at noonday as in the twilight; in dark places and among those who are full of 

life and vigor, we are as dead men.”  In this chapter, God is angry and grieved.  The 

situation bears a response of judgment from Him to rescue His children.  At the same 

time because He loves ALL people, He wants the wicked to turn to Him.  He doesn’t 

want to destroy them.  So what does He do?  He looks for His people to stand in the 

gap for the wicked to see them turn to Him!   

 Verse 15 says “Yes, truth is lacking, and he who departs from evil makes himself 

a prey.  And the Lord saw it, and it displeased Him that there was no justice.”  Not 

only did the people love evil, but if anyone in their ranks tried to depart from the evil, 



they became prey to their evil.  God is angered at injustice.  He is the ONLY 

righteous Judge.   

 Verse 16 says “And He saw that there was no man and WONDERED that there 

was no INTERCESSOR [no one to intervene on behalf of truth and right]; therefore 

His own arm brought Him victory, and His own righteousness [having the Spirit 

without measure] sustained Him.”  Here He is faced with judging the wicked to bring 

justice to His people and there are no intercessor among His own people praying for 

the wicked and the lost!  What does this mean?  That intercessory prayer can change 

the entire situation.  Verse 17 and 18 shows how He brought Justice Himself and 

recompensed the wicked for their deeds and they did turn to Him through wrath, but 

that is NOT His first choice.  He would much rather people turn to Him because they 

love Him, not because they are afraid of Him.   

 God’s first choice is to use us through intercessory prayer, but if we don’t pray, 

He’ll take care of it Himself or use someone else and we will miss out on the blessing 

He had for our obedience.  When He puts a “burden” or a heaviness to pray on us, we 

need to obey Him and pray through to His perfect will.   

 How does the prayer burden work?  It is a troubling of your spirit, you feel 

disquieted and drawn to pray.  At times, He will wake you up in the middle of the 

night with the knowledge that you need to pray.  These are “unctions” from the Holy 

Spirit.  He is using you to pray His will into the earth.  What an honor to be used like 

this!  I encourage you not to ignore these promptings, but rather obey and be mightily 

blessed! 

V. JESUS’ INTERCESSORY PRAYER LIFE 

Jesus is the epitome of a true intercessor.  No one, however noble they are has ever 

touched the level of intercession He has made for mankind.  Isaiah 53:11-12 says “He 

shall see [the fruit] of the travail of His soul and be satisfied; by His knowledge of 

Himself [which He posses and imparts to others] shall My [uncompromisingly] righteous 

One, My Servant, justify many and make many righteous (upright and in right standing 

with God), for He shall bear their iniquities and their guilt [with the consequences, says 

the Lord.]  Therefore will I (God) divide Him (Jesus) a portion with the great [kings and 

rulers], and He shall divide the spoil with the mighty, because He poured out His life 



unto death, and [He let Himself] be regarded as a criminal and be numbered with the 

transgressors; yet He bore [and took away] the sin of many and made intercession for 

the transgressors (the rebellious).”  His very life has been the ultimate intercession for 

the lost!  He alone had the power to save men because of His righteousness.  Let’s look at 

the way Jesus Christ interceded for all of us back when He walked the earth as a man. 

Jesus’ prayer for all men is found in John chapter 17.  He had just finished telling His 

disciples of His death, resurrection and the power He would be imparting to them.  He 

was preparing for the Cross, the ultimate intercession.  In verse 1 of chapter 17, Jesus 

says “Father, the hour has come, Glorify and exalt and honor and magnify Your Son, so 

that Your Son may glorify and extol and honor and magnify You.”  Notice the unity of 

purpose between the Father and the Son.  Jesus is submitting His will to the Father in 

obedience so that the Father would exalt, honor and magnify Him.  In turn Jesus’ death 

and resurrection would glorify, extol, honor and magnify the Father.  Verse 2 says “[Just 

as] You have granted Him power and authority over all flesh (all humankind), [now 

glorify Him] so that He may give eternal life to all whom You have given Him.”  Jesus is 

the second Adam, because of His sinless life, death could not hold Him, and therefore 

God has given Him back the power and authority that Satan stole from Adam.  Eternal 

life for all men who will receive Jesus is being born into the earth in this scripture!  Verse 

3 says “and this is eternal life: [it means] to know (to perceive, recognize, become 

acquainted with, and understand) You, the only true and real God, and [likewise] to 

know Him, Jesus [as the] Christ (the Anointed One, the Messiah), Whom You have sent.”  

Verse 4 continues with “I have glorified You down here on the earth by completing the 

work that You gave Me to do.”  Verse 5 says “And now, Father, glorify Me along with 

Yourself and restore Me to such majesty and honor in Your presence as I had with You 

before the world existed.”  The first four verses of His prayer begins with talking to the 

Father about His assignment to save all mankind.  His submission to the will of the 

Father and to His excitement at being restore to glory in the Fathers’ presence!  When we 

receive a work to do for the Lord, we also can talk to Him about it like Jesus did in this 

prayer.  Verse 6 continues with “I have manifested Your Name [I have revealed Your very 

Self, Your real Self] to the people whom You have given Me out of the world.  They were 

Yours, and You gave them to Me, and they have obeyed and kept Your word.” Here Jesus 



is lifting up the disciples to the Father, thanking Him for them and acknowledging that 

the Father gave them to Him.  Verse 7 says “Now [at last] they know and understand that 

all You have given Me belongs to You [is really and truly Yours].”  Verse 8 says “For the 

[uttered] words that You gave Me I have given them; and they have received and 

accepted [them] and have come to know positively and in reality [to believe with absolute 

assurance] that I came forth from Your presence, and they have believed and are 

convinced that You did send Me.”  Jesus is declaring over His people (that includes us) 

our confidence and faith in Him as the Messiah, the Anointed One sent by God the 

Father.  Verse 9 says “I am praying for them, I am not praying (request) for the world, 

but for those You have given Me, for they belong to You.”  Jesus is praying for all the 

saints here.  His disciples down through the generations until the end of the age.  The 

people God has chosen to build the Kingdom of God.  Jesus’ death and resurrection is 

intercession for the whole world.  He is now praying specifically for the Church.  Verse 

10 says “All [things that are] Yours belong to Me; and I am glorified in (through) them.  

[They have done Me honor; in them My glory is achieved.]”  What a declaration from 

Jesus for the Body of Christ!  He has already declared that we have done Him honor and 

through our obedience His glory is achieved through the ages!  Notice that Jesus in His 

intercession for us is nothing but positive.  He only says positive things about us.  Why?  

Because our words are either life or death.  He ALWAYS declares life over us.  We are 

to follow His example and speak life out of our mouth ALWAYS!  Verse 11 says “And 

[now] I am no more in the world, but these are [still] in the world, and I am coming to 

You, Holy Father, keep in Your Name [in the knowledge of Yourself] those whom You 

have given Me, that they may be one as We [are one.]“  Here again is that word UNITY.  

The Father and the Son are of one mind and purpose.  Jesus is praying for unity in His 

Body!  Verse 12 continues with “While I was with them, I kept and preserved them in 

Your Name [in the knowledge and worship of You].  Those You have given Me I guarded 

and protected, and not one of them has perished or is lost except the son of perdition 

[Judas Iscariot—the one who is now doomed to destruction, destined to be lost], that the 

Scripture might be fulfilled.”  Although Jesus is speaking specifically of His twelve 

disciples here, there is a principle here that applies to us.  Jesus is keeping, guarding and 

preserving us too.  The word says that nothing can separate us from the love of God.  The 



Apostle Paul says in Romans 8:38 “For I am persuaded beyond doubt (am sure) that 

neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities, nor things impending and 

threatening nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation will be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.”  God’s love for us will never fade away or die no matter what.  What does this 

mean?  Can we live for the devil all our lives and God will take us into Heaven?  No.  

God loves EVERYTHING in His creation the same.  He will love people even when they 

slip into hell for all eternity.  He won’t stop loving us, but we, all too often stop loving 

Him or walk away from an intimate relationship with Him.  We are the ones who choose 

to live or die for all eternity.  Jesus has prayed already over 2000 years ago for each and 

every one of us!  He has prayed that our faith won’t fail.  When we pray for each other, 

we are coming into agreement with Jesus Christ for each others’ benefit.  Hebrews 7:25 

says “Therefore He is able also to save to the uttermost (completely, perfectly, finally, 

and for all time and eternity) those who come to God through Him, since He is always 

living to make petition to God and to intercede with Him and intervene for them.”  What 

an awesome promise!  Jesus is always and forever interceding on our behalf for us!  He 

truly is the ultimate Intercessor!   

Back in the book of John, Jesus continues His intercession for the saints in verse 13 “and 

now I am coming to You; I say these things while I am still in the world, so that My joy 

may be made full and complete and perfect in them [that they may experience My delight 

fulfilled in them, that My enjoyment may be perfected in their own souls, that they may 

have My gladness within them, filling their hearts.)”  Notice in this verse that Jesus 

wanted to speak these words over His saints.  This again proves the power of our words!  

Before He went to the Father, He wanted to set these words in the earth.  That His delight 

in us would be fulfilled!  Verse 14 says “I have given and delivered to them Your word 

(message) and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world [do not 

belong to the world], just as I am not of the world.”  Here Jesus is lifting up His people 

during persecution.  Because they hated Him, they will hate us too.  Verse 15 says “I 

(Jesus) do not ask that You will take them out of the world, but that You will keep and 

protect them from the evil one.”  Jesus is interceding on our behalf to the Father for 

protection from Satan’s attacks.  He was praying for all of us, not just the twelve 



disciples.  Jesus continues His intercession for us in verse 17, “Sanctify them [purify, 

consecrate, separate them for Yourself, and make them holy] by Truth: Your Word is 

Truth.”  This prayer of Jesus has been in the Father’s heart since that moment.  He still 

honors these words today in each and every one of our lives.  HIS WORD IS TRUTH!  

Verses 18 & 19 say “Just as You (Father) sent Me (Jesus) into the world, I also have sent 

them into the world, and so for their sake and on their behalf I sanctify (dedicate, 

consecrate) Myself, that they also may be sanctified, (dedicated, consecrated, made holy) 

in the Truth.”  Jesus continues His intercession for us by submitting Himself to the Father 

even as He expects us to submit.  We are His followers; we are supposed to do what He 

does.  We see Jesus tie us into this prayer in verse 20 “Neither for these alone do I pray 

[it is not for their sake only that I make this request], but also for all those who will ever 

come to believe in (trust in, cling to, rely on) Me through their word and teaching.”  Once 

again Jesus brings unity of mind and purpose into His Body in verse 21, “That they all 

may be ONE [just] as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be one in 

Us, so that the world may believe and be convinced that You have sent Me.”  Verses 22-

23 continues “I have given to them the glory and honor which You have given Me, that 

they may be one [even] as We are one; I in them and You in Me, in order that they may 

become one and perfectly united, that the world may know and [definitely] recognize that 

You sent Me and that You have loved them [even] as You have loved Me.”  Verse 26 say 

“I have made Your Name known to them and revealed Your character and Your very Self, 

and I will continue to make [You] known, that the love which You have bestowed upon 

Me may be in them [felt in their hearts] and that I [Myself] may be in them.”  He end His 

intercession for us with submission to God’s will, thanksgiving and praise and positive 

declarations over His people down through the ages.  Isn’t it good to know that Jesus was 

thinking about you and me over 2000 years ago and that God is determined to answer this 

very prayer in our lives?  What an awesome God we serve!  Jesus truly “ever lives to 

make intercession for us.”   



 

VI. THE AUTHORITY OF THE BELIEVER – KNOW WHO YOU ARE! 

The foundation of all effective prayer is in knowing your authority.  You must know 

who you are in Christ Jesus.  Jesus Himself gave us the authority as seen in Matthew 

28:18 “All authority (all power of rule) in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.”  

Why is understanding the authority of the believer so important?  Because if you don’t 

know and understand what Jesus did on the Cross and what He purchased back for us, 

you will live defeated your entire Christian life.  Satan does NOT want you to find out 

who you are in Christ.  He wants you to stay in the dark so he can move in your life 

freely to steal and kill and destroy.  Jesus came that we might have life and have it more 

abundantly.  God, (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) has ALL authority over the entire 

universe.  Everything is subject to His rule.  When God made the earth and mankind, He 

chose to give man dominion and authority over the entire earth.  He fully intended to 

walk with man in an intimate relationship for all eternity.  Enter Satan, who tricked Eve 

and then Adam into giving up their dominion and authority to him through their 

disobedience and rebellion.  Enter Jesus, our Savior, who came as a human being, was 

crucified and killed for our sins, to purchase back the dominion and authority that Satan 

had stolen.  Guess what?  HE DID IT!  Jesus gave it back to us in Matthew 28:18!  ALL 

authority, ALL power, ALL dominion belongs to Jesus Christ, who has given it to us.  

We are to take back all the ground the enemy has stolen.  Why?  Because Jesus is sitting 

at the right hand of the Father, waiting for us to take the world for Him.  To bring in as 

many lost souls as we can before the age of grace ends and God’s wrath is poured out.   

Remember: God LOVES all of His creatures!  He wants everyone saved!  

Understanding this one principle can make the difference between a truly powerful 

intercessory prayer ministry or a mediocre, ineffective one.  When you understand and 

begin to operate in the full authority that Jesus gave you, the enemy’s camp will know it.  

They know and fear the ones who know their authority.  A good example of this principle 

is in the book of Acts chapter 19.  Paul was ministering in towns and villages in the area, 

laying hands on the sick, casting out devils, preaching and teaching about Jesus.  There 

were Jewish orthodox exorcists who traveled around trying to cast out devils.  Orthodox 

Jews do NOT accept Jesus Christ as their Messiah, to this day they don’t.  Verses 13-17 



shows what happens when someone tries to use the Name of Jesus Christ WITHOUT 

knowing Him personally (being saved).  Beginning in verse 13 “Then some of the 

traveling Jewish exorcists (men who adjure evil spirits) also undertook to call the name 

of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, I solemnly implore and charge 

you by the Jesus Whom Paul preaches!  Seven sons of a certain Jewish chief priest named 

Sceva were doing this.  But [one] evil spirit retorted, Jesus I know, and Paul I know 

about, but who are you?]  Then the man in whom the evil spirit dwelt leaped upon them, 

mastering two of them, and was so violent against them they dashed out of that house [in 

fear] stripped naked and wounded.”   

Intercessory prayer involves spiritual warfare, which we will be discussing in the next 

section of this lesson.  Spiritual warfare involves directly engaging Satan’s demonic 

forces using the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Blood of Jesus, and the Word of 

God.  You MUST understand your authority BEFORE you try to engage the enemy.  A 

good example of authority is the police officer.  When a police officer steps out into 

traffic to direct it, motorists know that if they ignore his presence and commands, they 

will go to jail.  His presence in the road and his hand signals are enough for people to 

obey.  That is authority.  He has the AUTHORITY to step out into traffic and stop it with 

one move of his hand.  When we step into intercession and begin to engage the enemy, 

we had better have our uniform (our armor) and know how to fight or else we will get run 

over.  I encourage to do a Bible study specifically on the subject of Authority of the 

Believer to see for yourself how important it is for you to know who you are in Christ. 

VII. SPIRITUAL WARFARE AND THE INTERCESSOR 

Spiritual warfare and intercession are interwoven.  How?  When you are interceding 

on behalf of another person, Satan and his cohorts have to be bound so that the light of 

Jesus can break through into their lives.  As seen in the previous section, standing in your 

authority is key to defeating Satan.  Using the powerful weapons of the Word of God, the 

Blood of Jesus and the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth is critical in seeing victory 

come to the lives of the people and situations you are praying for.   

During your Christian walk, there will be times when you will be called to “stand in 

the gap” for a person or situation by the Lord.  Obey Him quickly when He calls you.  

This is a “prayer assignment” that will last a few hours, a few days, maybe even weeks, 



months or years.  In addition to praying in the spirit and petitioning God for the person or 

situation, you will be engaging in spiritual warfare.  Here is an example of spiritual 

warfare during an intercession session. 

 Father I come before You in the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Your Son, 
my Savior.  I thank You for the opportunity to pray for __________.  I pray for 
________’s salvation, healing and deliverance from all the power of Satan.  I claim 
________ for the Kingdom of God!  Holy Spirit, I ask that You take out the stony heart 
and put in a heart of flesh, make ________ tender towards You!  Stir up the hunger in 
their soul that is dormant.   

 Satan, I bind you in the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth!  I render you 
helpless, blind, deaf and dumb!  I command every demon spirit sent to harass and 
destroy ________’s life and eternity to go back from whence you came!  I cancel ALL 
assignments ranged against __________.  I call them NULL AND VOID in the mighty 
Name of Jesus Christ!  I plead the Blood of Jesus over ________’s life right now.  
Father Your Word says that whatsoever I bind on earth is bound in heaven and 
whatsoever I loose on earth is loosed in the earth!  I ask that the warrior angels be 
loosed into _________’s life to lead them to You!  I thank You and praise You for Your 
love and compassion for _______.  I thank You for saving and healing and delivering 
_______! 

Let’s break this prayer down.  First you are coming to the Father in the Name of 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  It’s important that Nazareth is specified.  There is only ONE 

Jesus of Nazareth, but many claim to be Jesus Christ.  Jesus said they would do that.  

Satan knows exactly who Jesus of Nazareth is.  You are thanking God for the opportunity 

to pray in intercession.  You then begin to lift up the person’s name to God and make 

your requests.  You are engaging the entire Godhead (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) in this 

part of the prayer.  The Holy Spirit is the one who draws people to God.  Next you speak 

directly to Satan and his demon spirits in the authority that Jesus gave you.  You have the 

authority to bind and loose in the Name of Jesus.  Once the enemy is bound, cancel the 

assignment they are engaged in.  Declare God’s Word over the situation and finally end 

with praise and thanksgiving for God’s mercy and power!  Finally, begin to pray in the 

spirit as the Holy Spirit gives you utterance.  Let Him pray through you to God the Father 

and watch how quickly God moves in the lives of the people you pray for!  Spiritual 

warfare is absolutely critical to effective intercessory prayer.  I encourage you to do a 

Bible study on this subject on your own.  It will help you understand better when we get 

to the Spiritual Warfare Course in the Prayer Ministry School.   



Below are some scriptures on spiritual warfare that are in the Bible Study for this week’s 

lesson: 

 “For though we walk (ive0 in the flesh, we are not carrying on our 

warfare according to the flesh and using mere human weapons.  For the 

weapons of our warfare are not physical [weapons of flesh and blood], 

but they are mighty before God for the overthrow and destruction of 

strongholds.  [Inasmuch as we] refute arguments and theories and 

reasonings and every proud and lofty thing that sets itself up against the 

true knowledge of God; and we lead every thought and purpose away 

captive into the obedience of Christ, being in readiness to punish every 

[insubordinate for his] disobedience, when your own submission and 

obedience [as a church] are fully secured and complete.” (II Corinthians 

10:3-6) 

 “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 

against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 

spiritual wickedness in high [places]. (Ephesians 6:12) 

 “Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and 

over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 

(Luke 10:19) 

VIII. THE MINISTRY OF INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

What is the ministry of intercessory prayer?  The ministry of intercessory prayer is when 

an individual comes together in his/her local body to pray in agreement in a corporate 

setting as part of the church’s ministries.  A believer can also join in other intercessory 

prayer groups not specific to a local body, but to the entire Body of Christ.  Although all 

believers are required to intercede for the lost and the governments, some people are used 

by God for specific intercessory prayer assignments.  These were mentioned earlier in 

this lesson.  All these settings are considered the ministry of intercessory prayer. 

Ideally each body of believers should have a prayer ministry in place in their church.  

Most do at various levels of effectiveness.  Some don’t have anything or at best a “prayer 



chain”.  You get out of it what you put into it.  An effective prayer ministry takes 

committed, mature and passionate people to pray faithfully.  The prayer ministry is the 

electrical cord between the church and God.  God is the source of all power and the 

church is His expression in the earth.  Prayer is the cord that plugs us in to God.  You can 

have all the programs that are trending these days in the church, but if prayer isn’t the 

foundation, it’s all in vain.  People are drawn to the power of God, not gimmicks or 

programs to tickle their ears.  The ministry of intercession is at the very heart of God and 

that is where all of us really want to be.  Below are some scriptures that bear out the 

intercessory prayer ministry in the Body of Christ: 

 “While you also cooperate by your prayers for us [helping and laboring 

together with us].  Thus [the lips of] many persons [turned towards God 

will eventually] give thanks on our behalf for the grace (the blessing of 

deliverance) granted us at the request of the many who have prayed.” (II 

Corinthians 1:11) 

 On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen; All day and all 

night they will never keep silent You who remind the LORD, take no rest 

for yourselves; And give Him no rest until He establishes And makes 

Jerusalem a praise in the earth. –(Isaiah 62:6-7) 

 Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 

the LORD on its behalf; for in its welfare you will have welfare.' 

(Jeremiah 29:7) 

IX. PRAYING FOR YOUR ENEMIES 
 

This is a tough one--praying for the spiritual benefits of those who use you, abuse 

you, hate you and scorn you.  Praying for those who have slandered and betrayed you 

time and time again.  For those who have gone out of their way to destroy your 

family, your career and your reputation.  It is difficult to wish good will on people 

who have deeply hurt you, and in some cases are continuing to hurt you.  It’s tough, 

tough, tough.  BUT…Jesus did it over 2000 years ago when He said “Father, forgive 



them for they know not what they do.”  (Luke 23:34) Jesus still does it when He is in 

the Court of Heaven interceding for each one of us when we mess up.  He “ever lives 

to make intercession for us.”(Hebrews 7:25) 

A teaching on Intercessory prayer—effective intercessory prayer is not complete 

without a teaching on the importance of praying for your enemies.   The way a true 

Christian thinks, feels and treats their enemies tells the world if they are for real or 

just playing church.  The question is: are we different than the world when it comes to 

our enemies or are we the same?  Intercessory prayer stems from Agape Love.  The 

God Love.  The Love that God IS.  Agape Love as we see in I Corinthians 13.  What 

does God’s Love look like? 

– LOVE ENDURES LONG AND IS PATIENT AND KIND 
– LOVE IS NEVER ENVIOUS NOR DOES IT BOIL OVER WITH JEALOUSY 
– LOVE IS NOT BOASTFUL OR VAINGLORIOUS 
– LOVE DOES NOT DISPLAY ITSELF HAUGHITLY 
– LOVE IS NOT CONCEITED, ARROGANT AND INFLATED WITH PRIDE 
– LOVE IS NOT RUDE AND UNMANNERLY 
– LOVE DOES NOT ACT UNBECOMINGLY 
– LOVE DOES NOT INSIST ON ITS OWN RIGHTS OR ITS OWN WAY FOR 

IT IS NOT SELF-SEEKING 
– LOVE IS NOT TOUCHY, FRETFUL OR RESENTFUL 
– LOVE TAKES NO ACCOUNT OF THE EVIL DONE TO IT—IT PAYS NO 

ATTENTION TO A SUFFERED WRONG 
– LOVE DOES NOT REJOICE AT INJUSTICE AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS 

BUT REJOICE WHEN RIGHT AND TRUTH PREVAIL 
– LOVE BEARS UP UNDER ANYTHING AND EVERYTHING THAT COMES  
– LOVE IS EVER-READY TO BELIEVE THE BEST OF EVERY PERSON 
– LOVE’S HOPES ARE FADELESS UNDER ALL CIRCUMSTANCES 
– LOVE ENDURES EVERYTHING WITHOUT WEAKENING 
– LOVE NEVER FAILS, NEVER FADES OUT OR BECOMES OBSOLETE OR 

COMES TO AN END 
 

All of these qualities are God’s qualities.   This is the way HE operates with mankind.  

He expects His children to be like Him.  Full of LOVE.  You might be thinking “yeah but 

you don’t know what he has done to me!”  You might even have said “I’m sorry Lord, 



but I’m just too hurt to forget this.”  What does the Bible say?  Let’s look at I John 3:14-

16: 

• “We know that we have passed over out of death into Life by the fact that we 

love the brethren (our fellow Christians).  He who does not love abides 

(remains, is held and kept continually in [spiritual] death.” 

• “Anyone who hates (abominates, detests) his brother [in Christ] is [at heart] 

a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding 

(persevering) within him.” 

• “By this we come to know (progressively to recognize, to perceive, to 

understand) the [essential] love; that He laid down His own life for us; and 

we ought to lay our lives down for those who are our brothers in Him.” 

God cannot use us effectively if we our lives are in the darkness and bondage of 

unforgiveness towards our enemies.  It’s that simple.  How many people have been 

damaged by church people?  Just in this small church, just about everyone here.  It is 

imperative—it is critical that each one of us let’s all offenses GO.  They cost too much to 

hold on to!  It’s harvest time and God needs all His children to head for the harvest fields 

every single day.  We can’t be bogged down with hate and unforgiveness towards 

anyone—Christian or unbeliever.  Let’s look at what Jesus says about praying for your 

enemies in Matthew 5:44-48. 

– “But I tell you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.  

To show that you are the children of your Father Who is in heaven; for He 

makes His sun rise on the wicked and on the good, and makes the rain fall 

upon the upright and the wrongdoers alike. 



– “For if you love those who love you, what reward can  you have? Do not 

eve the tax collectors do that?  And if you greet only your brethren, what 

more than others are you doing?  Do not even the Gentiles (the heathen) 

do that? 

– “You, therefore, must be perfect [growing into complete maturity of 

godliness in mind and character, having reached the proper height of 

virtue and integrity], as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

The best way to stop hating someone is to pray for them with the love of God.  This 

takes a conscious decision to forgive and let it go.  Here are the things we need to do 

to get free: 

– Acknowledge and confess your hatred and unforgiveness to God, then 

REPENT of the sin of hate and unforgiveness. 

– Bring them all to the Throne of Grace and forgive them.  Let them out of 

the mental prison into God’s hands. 

– Begin to pray for him/her/them every day during your prayer time.  Pray 

for their salvation, for them to fulfill God’s plan for their lives etc. 

You will begin to see a change in YOUR attitude.  Your feelings about them will 

begin to soften and eventually, you will be able to look at them the way the Father 

does—with eyes full of Agape Love. 

X. CONCLUSION 
 

Intercessory prayer in all its forms is the most powerful and God-pleasing prayer 

there is.  When we pray for others, we are not looking for our own needs, but we are 

spending our time and energy on other people’s needs and problems.  That pleases God 

like nothing else.  As Christians, we are all called to intercede on a daily basis.  We are 



all called to intercede at church prayer meetings and frequently, we are given prayer 

assignments by the Lord.  I encourage you to begin to put intercession into your prayer 

life.  Watch how God blesses your life because of it.  Get involved in the Prayer Ministry 

here at Beauregard Worship Center.  Get plugged in to the power of prayer! 

Congratulations!  You have completed Lesson 3 of the Prayer Series here at BWC.  

Spend the rest of the week doing the Bible Study and all your faith actions.  Log 

everything God speaks to you about in your weekly Lesson Journal; also any questions 

you have for the instructor.  Our next lesson is Corporate Prayer: The Praying Church.  In 

this lesson we’ll explore praying as a church in unity.  Unity is a key focus in this lesson.  

I pray this prayer over each and every one of you: 

 
Father, in the Name of Jesus, I pray for the students of Your Word.  I ask that 
You open their eyes and ears to Your Word.  Give them amazing insights into 
Your heart as they study this out.  Finally Father I pray blessings on each 
student for being faithful to obey You in their prayer lives and in the time they 
seek Your face! 

 
See you next week! 
 
 


